Neurotrophic factors and neuro-muscular disease: II. GDNF, other neurotrophic factors, and future directions.
This is the second of two reviews in which we discuss the essential aspects of neurotrophic factor neurobiology, the characteristics of each neurotrophic factor, and their clinical relevance to neuromuscular diseases. The previous paper reviewed the neurotrophin family and neuropoietic cytokines. In the present article, we focus on the GDNF family and other neurotrophic factors and then consider future approaches that may be utilized in neurotrophic factor treatment.